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	Microsoft® Visual FoxPro® 8.0 Data Sheet

Visual FoxPro 8.0 provides the tools needed to create and manage

high-performance, 32-bit database applications and components


Product Overview
With its local cursor engine, tight coupling between language and data, and powerful features, Visual FoxPro 8.0 is a great tool for building database solutions of all sizes. Its data-centric, object-oriented language offers developers a robust set of tools for building database applications for the desktop, client-server environments, or the Web. Developers will have the necessary tools to manage data—from organizing tables of information, running queries, and creating an integrated relational database management system (DBMS) to programming a fully-developed data management application for end users. 

Visual FoxPro 8.0 includes structured error handling, CursorAdapter class for universal data access, new auto-increment support for data tables, Microsoft Windows® XP Themes support, new base classes and controls, new GDI+ image support, new event binding for objects, full hierarchical support, new XML Web services features, updated OLE DB provider, improved development productivity, and new and improved compatibility with Microsoft Visual Studio .NET 2003® and SQL Server 2000®.

Product Highlights

	Structured error handling 
	Control and encapsulate error handling in code using TRY...CATCH...FINALLY structure, escalate exceptions using THROW, and manage using Exception objects.

	Universal data access 
	Use the CursorAdapter class for unified data access to native Visual FoxPro tables, XML, Microsoft SQL Server 2000, and ODBC or OLE DB data sources.

	View Designer 
	Build SQL SELECT statement queries using two way editing between the Query/View designer and source code output.

	Auto increment support
	Create auto increment counter fields for primary key fields in Visual FoxPro data tables.

	Windows XP Themes support 
	Apply Microsoft Windows XP Themes to Visual FoxPro applications, including controls at the form and container level.

	Advanced controls 
	Build smart client desktop forms using rich features such as orienting tabs on page frames, locking and automatically resizing columns, highlighting grid rows, changing background color and positioning images on command buttons.

	GDI+ image support 
	Display and rotate images on forms with support for file formats such as .bmp, .jpeg, .gif, animated .gif, .wmf, .emf, .tiff, and more.

	Event binding 
	Bind native and custom events and methods to other Visual FoxPro objects.

	XML data import and export 
	Import and export hierarchical XML using support for XML DiffGrams between Visual FoxPro data cursors and ADO.NET DataSets.

	XML Web services 
	Publish and consume SOAP based XML Web services compatible with .NET technology over HTTP using the Microsoft SOAP Toolkit 3.0.

	OLE DB Provider 
	Provide access to Visual FoxPro data from other clients such as Microsoft Visual Studio .NET and Office XP.

	Microsoft SQL Server 2000 Desktop Engine (MSDE) 
	Build desktop and shared solutions compatible with Microsoft SQL Server 2000 and migrate them to SQL Server 2000 directly without modifying code.


	Deployment tools 
	Create setup programs for your applications using an exclusively developed version of InstallShield® Express for Visual FoxPro.

	Powerful base classes 
	Subclass member classes such as pages in page frames and headers and columns in grids.  Subclass the DataEnvironment class and use the DataEnvironment and CursorAdapter builders. You can manage application objects using the new Collection class.

	Development productivity 
	Use the Task Pane to manage development tasks and access Visual FoxPro Help, XML Web services, and community news. The new Toolbox provides easy access to frequently used items such as classes, controls, and code snippets. You can search for and replace symbol and text references throughout projects and files using the Code References tool.


System Requirements

	Hardware
	PC with a Pentium-class processor

	Operating System
	Design-time:  Windows 2000 with SP 2 or later

Runtime:  Windows 98/Me, Windows 2000 with SP 2 or later

	Memory
	64 MB of RAM minimum; 128 MB or higher recommended

	Hard Disk
	165 MB of available hard-disk space; 20 MB of additional hard-disk space for Prerequisites; 44 MB additional for MSDE

	Drive
	CD-ROM drive

	Display
	SuperVGA 800x600 or higher resolution monitor with 256 colors

	Mouse
	Microsoft Mouse or compatible pointing device


FAQ

Q. What is the estimated retail price (U.S.) for Visual FoxPro 8.0?

A. Full Version: $649 (Part Number: 340-01181);  Upgrade: $349 (Part Number: 340-01179)

Q. Who is eligible for the upgrade version of Visual FoxPro 8.0?

A. Customers who qualify for the version upgrade price include licensed users of Visual FoxPro 5.0, 6.0, or 7.0 and Professional or Enterprise Editions of Microsoft Visual Studio 97 or Visual Studio 6.0.

Q. Is Visual FoxPro a part of MSDN Subscription Services?

A. Yes, Visual FoxPro 8.0 is included in the Professional, Enterprise, and Universal levels of MSDN Subscriptions.

Q. How long will Visual FoxPro be supported by Microsoft?

A. The latest version of Visual FoxPro is 8.0. Visual FoxPro 8.0 is supported by Microsoft until 2010 in the developer tools lifecycle support plan.  Microsoft is currently working on the next version of Visual FoxPro code named Europa.
Q. Is Visual FoxPro part of Visual Studio .NET?

A. No. Visual FoxPro 8.0 is a stand-alone database development tool which is compatible with and evolutionary from Visual FoxPro 7.0. Visual FoxPro 8.0 does not require or install the Windows .NET Framework. Visual FoxPro 8.0 is compatible with Visual Studio .NET in the area of XML Web services, XML support, OLE DB, and more. Visual FoxPro 8.0 and Visual Studio .NET are complementary tools that integrate well with each other.  For example, ASP .NET provides an effective way to add WebForm or mobile devices to Visual FoxPro components.
Additional Resources
· Product information: http://msdn.microsoft.com/vfoxpro
· Eric Rudder (Senior Vice President, Microsoft) VFP 8.0 video:  http://gotdotnet.com/team/vfp
· CoDe Magazine – Visual FoxPro 8.0 focus issue:  http://code-magazine.com/focus/vfp
· Related Communities for Visual FoxPro: http://msdn.microsoft.com/community/vfoxpro.asp
