In the beginning

Abstract

Where did VFP come from?  Well, in this session, you will learn. It all began in 1973 at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, California, USA, when a database management system was born called JPLDIS.  In 1979, Wayne Ratliff working as a contractor at JPL, wrote a program to help him with football pools, called Vulcan.  Vulcan was based on JPLDIS.  Vulcan ran on an 8-bit 8080 microcomputer running under CP/M.  George Tate started Ashton-Tate to market Vulcan (renamed dBASE II) for Wayne.  Then Jeb Long (who created JPLDIS) converted dBASE II to run on the IBM PC under MSDOS and dBASE II became famous.  Jeb and Wayne left JPL to join Ashton-Tate and developed dBASE III.  Meanwhile Dr. David Fulton and some of his computer science students thought dBASE III was a terrific program so they cloned it resulting in FoxBase+.  Ashton-Tate developed dBASE IV and sued Fox Software.  Fox cloned dBASE IV and produced FoxPro 2.5.  Ashton-Tate was bought by Borland. Borland dropped the lawsuit.   Fox Software merged with Microsoft and the rest is history.

History

dBASE may be traced back to the mid 1960's in the form of a system called RETRIEVE, which was marketed by Tymshare Corporation. RETRIEVE was used by the California Institute of Technology's Jet Propulsin Laboratory of Pasadena,Calif. In the late 60’s a group lead by Jeb Long, a programmer at JPL, were assigned the task of writing a program which would perform the same functions as RETRIEVE. The program finally became known as JPLDIS (Jet Propulsion Laboratory Database-Management and Information-Retrival System. Jeb became its sole programmer. He was also JPLDIS's tech support, documentation support, and taught JPLDIS classes at JPL. JPLDIS was written in FORTRAN, running in a UNIVAC 1108 mainframe.  JPLDIS was used throughout JPL and later by other US Government agencies through a technology share program called COSMIC. 

Jeb Long spent over 12 years at JPL, being responsible for many of the software development tasks of USA's space program, like the Mariner and Viking missions to Mars.  Wayne Ratliff worked for the Martin Marietta Corporation in a progression of engineering and managerial positions. He was a member of the NASA Viking Flight Team when the Viking spacecraft landed on Mars in 1976.  In 1978, Wayne took JPLDIS as a model and created an 8080 microcomputer  based  program that ran under CP/M. The program was a database-management system called Vulcan.  It too was used at JPL.   Wayne contracted with  Jeb Long to translate that original version of Vulcan  to run in an IBM PC. All that work was been done in assembly language.   

In 1980, George Tate formed a company called Ashton Tate to market Vulcan which was renamed, dBASE II.  (There was no dBASE I).  Jeb and Wayne went to work at Ashton-Tate.  In 1986 Wayne retired. Jeb was there for 8 years. He was known as the guru of the dBASE products at Ashton-Tate, and was the architect of the dBASE language and responsible for its the database engine and language design for all versions of dBASE III and dBASE IV, with the exception of the initial dBASE version. Since he left Ashton-Tate back in 1990 he has been working as an independent consultant and writer of numerous technical documents, books and articles for technical magazines, and had been working for some of the most prestigious companies at the USA. 

Meanwhile,  Fox Software was a small company started by Dr. Dave Fulton and a bunch of his graduate students in Ohio, who were doing custom computer consulting on the side. They figured they could write a better dBASE than dBASE. And they convinced other people they had done it, by going to a dBASE convention and asking people to run their own PRGs and applications under the FoxBase environment, where the code immediately ran faster. No code changes, just better technology underlying the same Xbase language features. 

They improved FoxBase, but mostly kept it as a dBASE clone. Finally, Microsoft bought Fox Software. While at Microsoft, the fox team first developed FoxPro 2.5. It was a clone of dBASE IV.  Then they developed Visual Foxpro which was a leap forward in the evolution of the xBASE system.  

Short Biography of Jeb Long

Jeb Long has 40 years experience in software design and engineering at some of the most prestigious technical organizations in the country. Mr. Long worked at the California Institute of Technology's Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) for fourteen years and was responsible for software tasks in support of our nation's planetary exploration program.  He was actively involved in the Mariner and Viking Missions to Mars. While at JPL, Mr. Long was also responsible for developing a database management system for JPL's UNIVAC 1108 Mainframe Computer. This program, JPLDIS, was the immediate precursor to dBase and he wrote it it 1973. Later, under contract to Wayne Ratliff, Mr. Long translated and adapted the original version of dBase II to run on the IBM PC.  He left JPL to work at Ashton-Tate where he was the guru of dBase products. In that role, he was the dBase language architect and was responsible for the dBase language components for all versions of dBase III Plus through dBase IV.  Mr. Long has worked as an independent consultant and author since he left Ashton-Tate Corporation in 1990.  He lives in La Cañada, California, USA. 

PUBLICATIONS

Jeb Long wrote numerous technical documents, books and articles for technical magazines. Published books include:
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JPLDIS Users Manual (Jet Propulsion Laboratory)
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dBase Programmer's Utilities  (Co-authored) (Ashton-Tate Publishing Group)
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The dBase IV Programming Language (Co-authored) (Sams Publishing)
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Do It Yourself Microsoft C / C++ 7 (Sams Publishing)
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Do It Yourself Quick C for Windows (Sams Publishing)


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
dBase Language Reference with Annotations (Co-authored) (Borland Press)
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FoxPro for Windows (Sams Publishing)
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FoxPro 2.5 for DOS (Sams Publishing)
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Visual FoxPro 3.0 (Sams Publishing)
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Visual FoxPro 3.0 Unleashed (Coauthored) (Sams Publishing)

· Special Edition Using Visual FoxPro 6   (Coauthored) (Que Publishing)

