Orientation to Projects and Files

Previously, Codebook applications consisted of one project file. This means that the old Codebook, even though it was logically 3 tier, was physically a 2 tier application. The .EXE resided on a client workstation and the database files resided on a commonly accessible file server.

This new version of Codebook, on the other hand, is physically a 3 to n-tier application. As a result, the software development project no longer consists of one project but at a minimum four. One project is for the interface component of the application. This project, which resides in the \FLASH\CODEBOOK\WATSONDEVELOPMENT\INTERFACE subdirectory, is responsible for surfacing the interface aspects of the application to the users. It is named TIMETRAC.PJX. The .EXE that is created from it resides on all of the workstations that use the application. Note that this project is also optional. You can design a web based front end that uses IIS to communicate with the middle tiers of the application. Making this choice ensures that there are no files on client machines that must be maintained by an administrator. Another project file is used to create a .DLL whose responsibility is to communicate with the interface. This project is located in the \FLASH\CODEBOOK\WATSONDEVELOPMENT\RESOURCEMGRS subdirectory and is named RESOURCEMGR.PJX. Another project file is used to create a .DLL whose responsibility is to access that data. This project is located in the \FLASH\CODEBOOK\WATSONDEVELOPMENT\DATASERVICES subdirectory and is named DATASOURCE.PJX. The final project in this implementation is responsible for validating data entry and enforcing business rules. It is located in the \FLASH\CODEBOOK\WATSONDEVELOPMENT\VALIDATOR subdirectory and is named VALIDATOR.PJX.

Installing the TimeTrac Database

The following instructions assume you are using SQL Server Version 7.0 as your backend data store.

You can install the TimeTrac database from a backup file. This file is named TimeTrac Backup and is downloadable from Flash Creative Management's Website, www.flashcreative.com/watson. 

1. Download the file and extract its contents to a temporary directory on your hard drive.

2. Launch SQL Server Enterprise Manager and add a new database as follows:

a. Select the Databases node, right click and choose New Database from the short cut menu.
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b. Enter "TimeTrac" for the Name, leaving all other options at their default settings, and press OK.
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c. Return to the Enterprise Manager and select (left click on) the newly created TimeTrac database. Then select Restore Database from the Backup option on the General tab.
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d. On the General Tab ensure that you choose to Restore the database as TimeTrac. Also choose the option to Restore From device. To select the device, press the Select Devices button and point to your copy of the TimeTrac Backup file. Notice that in this example this file was extracted to the root directory of the D drive, D:\.
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e. On the Options tab ensure the Force restore over existing database check box is checked. Press the OK button.
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f. Successful restore of the TimeTrac database is verified with the following message:
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Installing the Codebook COMMON Development Files

You can download the Codebook development files from www.flashcreative.com/watson. Navigate to the Codebook Download Page and click on the COMMON.ZIP link. Download this file to your disk and follow these extraction instructions:

1. Create a directory named Flash\Codebook off the root of your destination hard drive

2. Open the COMMON.ZIP and press the Extract speed button.

3. Ensure that the User folder names check box is checked.

4. Select the Flash\Codebook directory as the destination directory
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The core files for COMCodebook development are now installed. 

Installing the VFP interface development files

Download the VFP interface files from www.flashcreative.com/watson site. Navigate to the COMCodebook Download Page and click on the link named VFP_Front_End.ZIP. This action allows you to download a file named WatsonDevelopment.ZIP. Extract the files contained therein to the \Flash\Codebook subdirectory you created in the previous step. Ensuring that, once again, the Use folder names check box is checked. Once completed with the extraction operations you should have a directory structure that looks like this:
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Establish a Connection to SQL Server

To establish a connection to SQL Server open the CONNCFG.DBF which is located in the \FLASH\CODEBOOK\WATSONDEVELOPMENT\DATASERVICES subdirectory. Locate the record whose CONNCFG.CINDEX value is "prm_timetracconnection". Ensure that the CONNCFG.CDATASRC contains the name of your SQL Server, the server on my machine is named "SPI2C". Also verify that the password for your SA User ID matches your installation of SQL Server. If your SA's password is blank, there is nothing more for you to do. If your SA User ID is password protected then enter the valid password into the CONNCFG.CPASSWORD column.
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Once you have the files installed ensure the default directory is \FLASH\CODEBOOK\WATSONDEVELOPMENT\INTERFACE and then execute the following command from the Command Window: STARTCB(.T.). This recompiles all of the development files on your machine.

Rebuild all Dynamic Link Library files

Rebuilding all of the DLL files requires that you CD to the Flash\Codebook\WatsonDevelopment\Interface subdirectory and issue the DO STARTCB command. The corresponding program sets up the environment for COMCodebook development and opens up four project files, DataSource (DLL), ResourceMgr (DLL), Validator (DLL) and TimeTrac (EXE). For the three projects that represent DLL files, press the Build button on the Project Manager dialog and ensure the following options are selected. Then, press the OK button.

[image: image10.png]Buid Action

€ Rebuid project R

€ spplcaion(epr) Cancel

€ Wind? execuiable /COM serverfeve) | ————
Help

€ Singletreaded COM server (dl]
& Mulithreaded COM server (dl)

Optons -
Dy
™ Diplay Ert

5

I™ Regenerate Component IDs Version.





Starting the Sample Application

Type DO MAIN in the Command Window and press the Enter. Ensure you are in the INTERFACE subdirectory before executing this command.

