INI Functions


INI File Functions

Functions Synopsis

We decided to assign aliases to INI functions for the sake of convenience. All these functions are in fact available under the File category of FOCUS.

As LANs become increasingly popular, programmers need to ensure their applications will run properly in a network environment. In order to do this, they’ll have to consider their applications shared by multiple users, each of them wanting to preserve personal preferences.

Many applications use configuration files in the same directory as the executable file to retain settings that were used from one program session to another.

In a network application, it is highly recommended to use INI files instead. Windows comes with a set of profile functions whose goal is to store user-specific information. The profile functions create initialization files in one user’s private Windows directory. These functions fall into two categories : those that access the WIN.INI file and those that access other .INI files.

FOCUS provides few functions to read and write both the WIN.INI or any other .INI file.


	
	READ
	WRITE

	WIN.INI
	GetProfileString()
	WriteProfileString()

	*.INI
	GetPrivateProfileString()
	WritePrivateProfileString()


In addition to these basic services, FOCUS makes it also possible to read an entire .INI section :


	WIN.INI
	GetProfileSection()

	*.INI
	GetPrivateProfileSection()


GetPrivateProfileString() : Reads a character string from an .INI file.

Alias

FIL_reaini(), FIL_ReadIni().

Syntax

GetPrivateProfileString( szSection,szEntry,szINIFile )  szString

Parameters

szSection
section of .INI file.

szEntry
key name that appears under the section name.

szINIFile
.INI file name.

Returns

szString
string pertaining to entry.

Example

IF ( GetPrivateProfileString( "SECRET"   , ;
                              "PassWord" , ;
                              "MY.INI"     ;
                            ) != cPassWord ;
   )
   ? "Wrong password !"
ENDIF

GetPrivateProfileSection() : Reads .INI section.

Syntax

GetPrivateProfileSection( szSection,szINIFile )  cEntries

Parameters

szSection
section to read.

szINIFile
.INI file to read from.

Returns

cEntries
all entries for given section. Up to 1024 bytes.

Example

? "Wallpaper settings",GetPrivateProfileSection( "wallpaper","myapp.ini" )
GetProfileSection() : Reads WIN.INI section.

Syntax

GetProfileSection( szSection )  cEntries

Parameters

szSection
section to read.

Returns

cEntries
all entries for given section.

Example

? "Printer list",GetProfileSection( "devices" )
GetProfileString() : Reads a character string from the WIN.INI file.

Syntax

GetProfileString( szSection,szEntry )  szString

Parameters

szSection
section of WIN.INI.

szEntry
key name that appears under the section name.

Returns

szString
string pertaining to entry.

Example

IF ( GetProfileString( "MYAPP","PassWord" ) <> cPassWord )
   ? "Wrong password !"
ENDIF

WritePrivateProfileString() : Copies a character string into a .INI file.

Alias

Syntax

WritePrivateProfileString( szSection,szEntry(.NULL.,szString(.NULL.,szINIFile )  lSuccess

Parameters

szSection
section of the .INI file to write to.

szEntry
key name that appears under the section name. If this parameter is an empty string ("") or a .NULL., the section is deleted from the .INI file.

szString
string to write to .INI file. If this parameter is an empty string ("") or a .NULL., the entry is deleted from the .INI file.

szINIFile
.INI file name.

Returns

lSuccess
.T. if writing is successful; .F. if not.

Example

IF ( ! WritePrivateProfileString( "WALLPAPER" , ;
                                  "Fill file" , ;
                                  "FILLER.BMP", ;
                                  "MYAPP.INI"   ;
                                )               ;
   )
   ? ".INI update failed"
ENDIF

WriteProfileString() : Copies a character string into the WIN.INI file.

Syntax

WriteProfileString( szSection,szEntry,szString )  lSuccess

Parameters

szSection
section of WIN.INI.

szEntry
key name that appears under the section name.

szString
string to write to WIN.INI file.

Returns

lSuccess
.T. if writing is successful; .F. if not.

Example

IF ( ! WriteProfileString( "MYAPP","Desktop","640 480 256" ) )
   ? ".INI update failed"
ENDIF







