Installing New Hardware - The Flat Panel Monitor Test

I changed monitors today. I had installed RH8 on an old machine with an even older monitor, just to get things going. Once I started working with the box, I realized just how bad the monitor was, and that it was time to upgrade the monitor. After all, I had worked hard this year - wasn't it about time? 

I decided it was time for one of those new-fangled flat panel guys - as you see in another HOW TO article, I don't have much room on my desk, so saving a few (or a lot of ) inches, as well as some weight (my 21" monitor is over 80 lbs.) After several people chimed in with their recommendations, I chose a ViewSonic 900X 19" flat panel. $999 at PC Connection; it arrived the next day, and boy is it a beaut! I'm considering ditching my current 21" as well - that's how good this 19" flat panel is! 

At first I thought I would have to reinstall Linux so that it recognized the new monitor - there are all sorts of dire warnings about picking the wrong refresh rate and whatnot during installation, and I didn't want to risk problems. Others suggested that I try just plugging the new one in to see if Kudzu (RedHat's new hardware inspection tool) would find it. 

I just unplugged the old monitor and plugged in the new one - well, after getting the cables all sorted out - the 900X comes with a pair of speakers so there are two cables for that purpose, as well as power cables for both North American and European power outlets and connections and display cables for analog and digitical connections. 

And it just worked. Tweaked the monitor settings a bit, but didn't have to do another thing. It's a gorgeous monitor. 

The one problem I ran into had to do with available display resolutions. The 900X suggests that the best performance is at 12x10. I went into System Settings | Display and found that only 6x4, 8x6 or 10x7 resolutions were enabled (which was consistent with how I had initially set up this video card and monitor.) I went into XF86Config and attempted to add additional display resolutions. The values already in the config file were found in the line:
Modes "1024x768" "800x600" "640x480"
I modified the lline to read
Modes "1280x1024" "1280x960" "1142x864" "1024x768" "800x600" "640x480"
but the additional values still weren't recognized when I went back into System Settings | Display. I even rebooted, but even then, the new values weren't enabled. It may be that the video card isn't able to display at higher resolutions, at least not at the 24 bit color depth I had selected. 

Given that the video card is at least six years old, I'm not too concerned. 

