Playing Audio Files on Red Hat 8.0

So once I was able to connect to my file server, the next step was to be able to play all of the MP3s I had stored on my server. I'd spent months ripping the hundreds of CDs I'd painstakening collected over the past 15 years (well, actually, one of my kids spent months - I just told her what to do) and I didn't want to loose the fruits of my labors. 

But I ran into problems trying to use the audio player that came with Red Hat 8.0, XMMS. I opened XMMS under Sound and Video | Audio Player, but couldn't get it to work. When you open up XMMS, you get a main player screen, like so: 


When you click on the "PL" button on the right side, you get a playlist window, like this: 
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However, when you first open it up, the playlist window is empty, and you have to add songs by right-clicking on the playlist window, selecting "Add", and then choosing either a single file or a directory. But no matter how many times I tried, the files I selected never got added to the playlist. Was I missing some trick or tip - did I have to execute some function before I could add files? Could this interface be THAT obscure?

So I did a search on Google (what else?), looking for "XMMS Red Hat" and came up with the following link - on Red Hat's own site: Red Hat Speaks on 8.0 and Multimedia 

The short answer is that due to murkey legal issues, Red Hat stopped shipping MP3 and DVD players with 8.0. You can re-enable MP3 support in your XMMS player by visiting XMMS here. Scroll down the main page to the sections for Red Hat 9.0 and 8.0 and follow the instructions.

Don't you hate it when they say that? "Just follow the instructions." Well, if I could follow the instructions, I wouldn't be asking questions, would I? Here's what I did with virtually no pain. 

First, I grabbed the package xmms.mpg123-1.2.7-13.i386.rpm and stuffed it into my home directory. (One of these days I'll get organized and figure out where I want to put stuff.) Then I right-clicked on the file in Nautilus, selected Open With | Install Packages, and followed the prompts. Yeah, it's that easy. 

That went so smoothly that I decided to be brave and download some skins. Skins, if you haven't heard the term before, are different faces for the User Interface of the player. For example, the skin in the two screen shots displayed earlier are the default that comes with XMMS and Red Hat Bluecurve. I checked out a bunch via the Skins link on the main page. (There are lots. You can view up to 15 per page, and display them via popularity or date.) Here's an example of another skin. 
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Under the screen shot of each skin at xmms.org, there's a 'Download' link, and you're prompted to save the file to your hard disk. Save the file to the .xmms/Skins directory (click on 'Show hidden directories' in the download dialog). Note that many of these files come zipped up - but you don't have to unzip them before using them - the Skin Browser in XMMS (select 'Options | Skin Browser' after right-clicking on the main player window) will handle .gz files automatically. Pretty darn nifty. 

Enjoy. 

