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OpenOffice.org is the leading Open Source Office suite of applications, incorporating a word processor, a spreadsheet, a presentation tool, a drawing tool, a formula builder, and a sophisticated programming language. With over a million users worldwide as of the summer of 2002, OOo is providing very real competition to Microsoft Office because of its robust feature set, low price (it can be downloaded from the Internet for free or can be purchased for the cost of the CDs), and lack of onerous licensing and registration requirements. 

Small businesses, school systems, and home users are the obvious candidates for a set of office applications that provide the same functionality as Microsoft Office but without the cost or restrictions. However, larger businesses and governments worldwide hesitant to be dependent on a monopolistic single supplier of proprietary technology are investigating and converting to OpenOffice.org. 

Switching from one software package to another can be a frustrating experience. The user has spent untold hours becoming familiar with the features and functionality of one package, and while their head tells them that they have a learning curve ahead of them with a different package, their heart tells them that they should already know how to everything. Reconciling the head and the heart is the purpose of this book. 

Microsoft Office users are converting to OpenOffice.org in droves, due to a wide difference in price, no onerous licensing or restrictive installation and activation requirements. However, they don't want to be bogged down, spending a lot of time learning how OpenOffice.org's functionality differs from Microsoft Office. They want to be able to accomplish what they can already do in Microsoft Office with their new office suite. OOoSwitch is aimed at providing this information to the new OpenOffice.org user in an easy to digest format, featuring hundreds of answers to those “How do I...” questions. 

Tamar E. Granor, Ph.D., is the owner of Tomorrow's Solutions, LLC. She has developed and enhanced numerous applications for businesses and other organizations, primarily using Visual FoxPro, including integrating it with Microsoft Office. She currently focuses on working with other developers through consulting and subcontracting. Tamar served as Editor of FoxPro Advisor magazine from 1994 to 2000. She is currently the magazine's Technical Editor and coauthor of the popular Advisor Answers column.

Tamar is co-author of What's New in Visual FoxPro 8.0, Hacker's Guide to Visual FoxPro 7.0 (and its award-winning predecessor), What's New in Visual FoxPro 7.0, and Microsoft Office Automation with Visual FoxPro. She is the Technical Editor of Visual FoxPro Certification Exams Study Guide. All of these books are available from Hentzenwerke Publishing (www.hentzenwerke.com). Tamar is also co-author of the Hacker's Guide to Visual FoxPro 3.0 (Addison-Wesley); she contributed to John Hawkins' FoxPro 2.5 Programmer's Reference (Que).

Tamar is a Microsoft Certified Professional and a Microsoft Support Most Valuable Professional. She speaks frequently about Visual FoxPro at conferences and user groups in North America and Europe.

Tamar's years of writing, editing, presentations, and community work have given her considerable experience with Microsoft Office. She has been using OpenOffice.org for the bulk of those activities since late in 2002.

Tamar earned her doctorate in Computer and Information Science at the University of Pennsylvania, where her research focused on implementation of user interfaces. Tamar lives in suburban Philadelphia with her husband and two sons. She can be reached through her website www.tomorrowssolutionsllc.com.

Sam Hiser is an open source advocate and systems consultant to media, financial services, government and education. He is a senior contributor and member of the Release Committee of OpenOffice.org.

Mr. Hiser was teaching middle-school English in the Bronx with NYC Teaching Fellows when he was called to advise Sun Microsystems, Inc. on open source community management and software marketing. Prior to that, Hiser was a principal and CIO of Reel America Inc., an aggregator of cultural programming for cable TV and the Internet. 

Mr. Hiser speaks frequently to businesspeople, user groups, students, parents and educators about free software, OpenOffice.org 1.1, Linux, MAC, Windows and thin-client deployments. His commentary on open source software development has appeared in Salon.com, Linux Journal, c|net, ZDNet.com, NewsForge.com and slashdot.org. He holds an MBA from Duke University. swhiser@openoffice.org

