FDB Functions


FOCUS Data File Functions

Functions Synopsis

FOCUS.FLL provides now basic data file functions known as FDB_*() functions. You might ask why FOCUS.FLL has such functions when it is mostly entirely written for Visual FoxPro, an unsurpassed database engine for the PC. Well, that was needed to create Artificial Intelligence knowledge bases that FOCUS.FLL will address in future versions without depending on external resources.

From within the C code the library will store information about what you do with it, how you use it, etc. For example, imagine a function that tries to determine where a given application is located, MS-Word for example. When it is found, FOCUS.FLL may decide to store this information for later retrieval and possibly pass this information to other instances of FOCUS.FLL and FOCUS.VCX. If multiple paths are to be considered, FOCUS.FLL may decide to store them all so that it can try locate the same application where it found it one day.

This information is actually stored in knowledge bases which are nothing else but FDB files.

This is the first version of FDB files. A first version usually means unstable and incomplete. FDB files face the same problem as any computer product so don't expect too much from it in their current state. For example there is no SEARCH nor INDEX capabilities; you cannot replace a single field with a value, etc.

FDB files data are encrypted by default.

FDB_Append() : Appends a series of records to a FDB file.

Syntax

FDB_Append( nHandle,nCount )  nRecords

Parameters

nHandle
handle to the FDB file.

cCount
number of records to append to the FDB file.

Returns

nRecords
number of records contained in the FDB file after the insertion.

FDB_Create() : Creates a FDB file.

Syntax

FDB_Create( szFile,szStructure )  lSuccess

Parameters

szFile
name of the FDB file to create.

szStructure
the file structure. Each field contains 4 tokens : a fieldname, a field type, a field length, and a field description. Each token is separated by a semicolon. Each field is separated by a semicolon.

Returns

lSuccess
.T. if the FDB file is successfully created; .F. if not.

FDB_LastVersion() : Returns the file stamp of FDB functions.

Remark

This function helps the developer identifying the last version of a set of functions. Sometimes the global version information of FOCUS.FLL (MIS_major() and MIS_minor()) does not help tracking down the changes in a project. Starting with version 6.0 of FOCUS.FLL, each source file has now an internal date and time stamp.

Syntax

FDB_LastVersion()  szLastVersion

Parameters

None.

Returns

szLastVersion
string identifying the last version of the functions set. The string is similar to "C:\Focus\5.0\FDB.C-Mon Oct 19 15:55:22 1998".







