Tracing Functions


Application Tracing Oriented Functions

Functions Synopsis

Application tracing functions are especially helpful at the debugging stage of an application. It provides easy methods to set up a new tracing file, to log strings to the tracing log file, and to stop and start tracing the program on the fly.

When mixed with DDA techniques, you easily trace all program activity thanks to TRA_*() functions.

In version 5.17 of FOCUS.FLL, these functions, although totally operational, are in a kind of review process. Internally, up to now, these functions were using their own code. In the future, they will use the common code of the LOG_*() functions. So will the DDA_*() functions that report their activity in log files.

In the future you will see more Tracing functions also.

TRA_getlog() : Retrieves the name of the tracing log file.

Alias

TRA_GetTracingFile()

Syntax

TRA_getlog()  cTracingLogFile

Parameters

None.

Returns

cTracingLogFile
name of the file tracing process is directed to.

Example

TRA_setlog( "" )
? TRA_getlog()        &&  ""
TRA_setlog( "TRACING.LOG" )
? TRA_getlog()        &&  "TRACING.LOG"

TRA_LastVersion() : Returns the file stamp of TRA functions.

Remark

This function helps the developer identifying the last version of a set of functions. Sometimes the global version information of FOCUS.FLL (MIS_major() and MIS_minor()) does not help tracking down the changes in a project. Starting with version 6.0 of FOCUS.FLL, each source file has now an internal date and time stamp.

Syntax

TRA_LastVersion()  szLastVersion

Parameters

None.

Returns

szLastVersion
string identifying the last version of the functions set. The string is similar to "C:\Focus\5.0\TRACING.C-Mon Oct 19 15:55:22 1998".

TRA_log() : Logs a string in the tracing log file.

Syntax

TRA_log( szString )  .T.

Parameters

szString
string to write to tracing log file

Returns

.T.
the function always returns .T.
Example

TRA_setlog( "TRACING.LOG" )
TRA_log( "This string will be logged" )

TRA_setlog() : Sets the name of the tracing log file.

Alias

TRA_SetTracingFile()

Syntax

TRA_setlog( szLogFile )  lSuccess

Parameters

szLogFile
application tracing file name.

Returns

lSuccess
.T. if operation was successful, .F. otherwise.

Example

TRA_setlog( "" )
? TRA_getlog()        &&  ""
TRA_setlog( "TRACING.LOG" )
? TRA_getlog()        &&  "TRACING.LOG"







