Why an 8-time Microsoft MVP and Lifetime Achievement Award Winner is Learning Linux 

My name is Whil Hentzen. I've been developing custom database applications since the early IBM PC days, starting with dBASE II. I delighted in the capabilities that a relational desktop database program could provide, delighted further when dBASE III+ fixed all the bugs in dBASE III, and agonized during the introduction of dBASE IV, its 28 lbs of documentation, and more performance problems than the Chevy Corvair and the Ford Edsel combined. 

When Fox Software introcued FoxPro 1.0 in 1990, I saw where the future lay, and that view didn't change when MSFT bought it in 1992. Ten years later, FoxPro 1.0 has been revved 7 times, through revolutionary changes like 2.0, 2.5 and 3.0, and evolutionary changes in versions 5/6/7 and 8. And I'm still developing custom applications with Visual FoxPro. 

In that ten years, I've done a lot with VFP. I've averaged about 1500 hours of billable work a year since 1991, developing custom applications with FP and VFP. I've written several books, dozens of articles, been technical editor of the high end technical newsletter, FoxTalk, presented over 70 papers at conferences through North America and Europe, wrote the VFP 6.0 certification exam for MSFT, hosted the leading VFP developers' conference since 1994, been an MVP for 8 years and received the first Lifetime Achievement Award for VFP from Microsoft in 2001. 

Clearly, I'm quite experienced and have a huge investment, specifically with Visual FoxPro, and with Windows in general. Thus it may come as a surprise to some of you that I've been experimenting with Linux for about six months on and off, and my goal for 2003 is to become as comfortable with Linux, both on the desktop and as a server, as I am with Windows. 

Hearing about people moving from Windows to Linux isn't a big deal - but for someone like me - why? 

The reason is that I believe there's a huge buisness oportunity for Windows developers on the Linux platoform. A lot of poeple are unhappy with Microsoft, and they're wanting to chagne to something else. A year ago, the Linux platform was good for servers, but the pundits all said the desktop - never! 

But something big changed in the last year - the introduction of RedHat 8.0 - and I believe that in 2003 people are going to flock to Linux on the desktop like never before. And that's going to drive a bigger server conversion as well, becuase once they're comfortable with a desktop, they'll be more comofrtable with a server. And this means there are going to be opportunies for custom applications on Linux servers and desktops. 

Sure, it'll take some time to happen, but that's good - now's the time to learn and become good so that when that call comes in - 3 months, 6 months or a year from now, you can say 'yes' to your customer instead of having to refer them to someone else who had the foresight to become acquainted. 

And I don't see things receeding. Linux and Open Source have so many things going for it - it's not expensive, it's popular, it's well built and secure, there's a huge, giving community, and it encourages freedom and choice - values that our country was founded on 200 years ago.

