Connecting to a Windows NT Server Automatically

This HOWTO assumes that you've already read "Connecting to a Windows NT Server Manually". 

Why

Do you really want to enter that long 'mount' command manually every time you turn your computer on? I didn't think so. Here's how to configure Linux to automatically mount remote filesystems and make them available all the time. 

What you need

I'm going to use the same machine, file and user names as in the "... manually" article. 

The only differences are that the Linux workstation is running Red Hat 8.0, and Samba 2.2.5-10 is installed on the Linux workstation before making these changes.

Mounting the filesystem

There's considerably less work to do. Since the hostnames have been added from the previous HOWTO, you'll simply edit one file.

1. On your Linux box, become root. 

2. Edit your /etc/fstab file to add a line that mounts the new filesystem. 

Again, you want to be very careful when editing this file; if you mess it up, you'll capability to connect to various filesystems on your Linux box. Your fstab file could look something like this before you start: 

LABEL=/     /          ext3    defaults        1  1
LABEL=/boot /boot      ext3    defaults        1  2
none        /dev/pts   devpts  gid=5,mode=620  0  0
none        /proc      proc    defaults        0  0
none        /dev/shm   tmpfs   defaults        0  0
/dev/hdb2   swap       swap    defaults        0  0
/dev/cdrom  /mnt/cdrom iso9660 noauto,owner,kudzu,ro 0 0
/dev/hdd4   /mnt/zip   auto noauto,owner,kudzu    0  0
/dev/fd0    /mnt/floppy auto noauto,owner,kudzu   0  0

3. Add a line to this file that performs the same function as the mount command (this is all one line, even though it wraps to two lines here):

//herman/herman_e   /mnt/q   smbfs   username=bob, password=robert

4. Reboot. Upon rebooting, you'll now have access to the herman_e drive via the /mnt/q directory, just like when you manually mounted it. 

5. However, you may note, somewhat uncomfortably, that your username and password are being stored in a well known file in clear text. Here's how to avoid this. Create a text file called a credentials file, such as "/etc/samba/mnt.r", and enter the following data:

username=bob
password=robert

6. The final step to point to this file from within the fstab file, by replacing the pointer to the username and password with a pointer to the credentials file, like so:

//herman/herman_e   /mnt/q  smbfs  credentials=/etc/samba/mnt.r 

7. You're now connected to the Windows share automatically.

When you're done 

Now the fun begins. You can reference files on the /mnt/q mounted filesystem just like any other files on your local Linux box. 

That's all!

