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AFP Information Sheet

· Easily Create Powerful Data Driven Web Pages

· Easy to use - even for beginners.

· Uses existing and proven technology.

Haven't you always wished you could create data driven web pages the easy way, without having to deal with such complicated terms as CGI, ISAPI, or Java?

Wouldn't it be absolutely fantastic if you could process code directly on web pages, maybe even with a kind of BROWSE, to display data in tables?

Look no further! AFP let you run code directly inside an HTML Internet page – and even use a BROWSE -- of sorts!

Sound incredible?  Surely is!  Incredibly easy to use, that is.  All you need to know is how to build an Internet page and programming fundamentals. AFP uses a high level “xBase” syntax.  This means that FoxPro, Clipper or dBase programmers will get the knack of it quickly.

Once installed, AFP will do all the work for you (well, almost). All you have to do is get your code onto the finished web page.

Look how easy and simple it all works. Here is the first example:

A normal STATIC web page containing a simple list of company names would look something like this:

<HTML>

<HEADER>

<TITLE>

Customer names

</TITLE>

</HEADER>

<BODY>

company name 1

company name 2

company name 3 

</BODY>

</HTML>

Now, with a little help from AFP, you can generate this page completely DYNAMICALLY, using customer.dbf, for instance. It would then go like this:

<HTML>

<HEADER>

<TITLE>

Customer names

</TITLE>

</HEADER>

<BODY>

<% 

if not used("customer")

use c:\vfp\samples\data\customer share in 0

endif

scan

? company + "<br>"

endscan

%>

</BODY>

</HTML>

That's it!  Now be honest: it couldn't get much simpler, could it?  The sample code above lets you discern the clever principle behind AFP:

AFP – The Principle

Your code is simply splattered in between the HTML code on your web page.  There are only two preconditions:

1. Code must be delimited by the characters <% and %> so AFP can identify it as executable code.

2. When saving a web page containing code you don't use the extension HTM(L). In lieu of that you substitute *.AFP so the page can be identified as executable web page.

To embed code in your web pages you may edit your *.afp pages in FrontPage, Visual Interdev, with the Windows Notepad, or your favorite text editor.

What will happen when you load such an *.afp page to your browser?  Again, very simple…

AFP will read your page, process your code contained therein and paste the results in between HTML code. The latter will not be affected and will function as usual.  AFP will then send the page so created to the browser.

You address AFP pages in your browser exactly as you would regular web pages that you request from your web server.  Assuming you have an AFP page named 'start.afp' in the Root directory of your web server, to start your page you would enter to your browser:
http://localhost/start.afp

Simply speaking, AFP is nothing but a script engine that places itself between your web server and your browser, takes care of your code inside web pages, and transforms it into 'visible' results.

Once you call an AFP page in your browser the AFP engine will start, process your code in the web page, and send the result to the browser.

Publishing your data on the web has never been easier!

"BROWSE" with AFP

AFP has another powerful feature; it lets you simulate a BROWSE to display data in tables.  This does away with the annoying necessity of page formatting in HTML requiring complex concatenated <TABLE> constructions.

"AFP – Browse" makes it easy for you to create column headers, freely determine font size and color, select the kind of frames/margins you want (or suppress them altogether), stipulate background color, and much, much more – in short, anything and everything you need to comfortably display data in tables.

YET MORE HIGHLIGHTS

AFP provides even more features that make Internet programming a breeze:

· Use over 200 powerful commands and functions .

· OOP not mandatory but fully supported. Optionally, you may use the old xBase procedural syntax. This makes things easier for programmers coming in from FoxPro, Clipper or dBase.

· Built-in hooks for independent extension: use the UDFs and Function Libraries you are accustomed to.

· Your program code is completely invisible from the outside: even if somebody selects the browser option "Show Source Code" they will see any of your code whatsoever.

· Direct lightning quick access to data tables and can spar you tiresome and time-consuming detours via ODBC, CGI, etc.

· Supports encryption tools (like Cryptor), Memo Indexers (like PhDbase), and WINAPI calls.

· Test your AFP page changes instantly live; no need to compile! However, later compilation will give you a speed factor of at least 10 – and the compilation itself will run with lightning speed. 

· Supports clustering and multi-instantiation; AFP will thus manage well over 1 million hits a day.

· Use the browser of your choice; there are no limitations.

· Supports HTTP cookies and AFP cookies.

· No need for VB Script or Java Script.

· You can configure AFP to automatically send you an e-mail in case of error. All errors have protocols

INTRANET SOLUTIONS with AFP 

AFP also lets you realize Intranet solutions with ease. These are the advantages:

· Access your tables with any browser, independent of the platform (no need to install any additional software on the clients).

· Lets you create a genuine client/server solution since all commands are processed directly (and only) on the server .

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:
All you need to develop and test AFP web pages is a Pentium PC with Windows 95 and "Personal Web Server 4.0" installed.  For professional use you'd rather have a Windows NT Server and install the Internet Information Server.  

We also tested the O'Reilly Website Server and found that it performed flawlessly.

At any rate, you must have installed at least a TCP/IP network. This will be there by default if you access the Internet by dialing up via modem.

AFP DOWNLOAD

You can download a free and fully functional AFP demo version from:

http://www.AFPWeb.com 

For more information:

Email: Sales@AFPWeb.Com
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