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Welcome to the new version, 9.0, of Visual Extend, which we are particularly proud of! This one is the biggest update produced for this well-known framework so far. That marketing phrase of course begins to become a little boring with its repetitions both for Visual FoxPro and Visual Extend; but nevertheless the statement actually hits the nail on the head in many areas of both products! Let us start with Visual FoxPro 9.0: 
Based on Visual FoxPro 9.0

Visual Extend 9.0 is based on Visual FoxPro 9.0. Both new versions are available for purchase since the beginning of 2005. Besides the fact that Visual Extend 9.0 needs Visual FoxPro 9.0 as a prerequisite, there are many more reasons to take a closer look at the newest version of Visual FoxPro, and to buy it. Among other features, Visual FoxPro 9.0 provides:
· Substantial extensions in the area of the database engine, especially as regards SQL syntax an the fall of many of Visual FoxPro’s limitations. 
· A feature much demanded and yearned for in many years, particularly in countries of German language, has finally arrived: The totally new-built report designer and a fundamental reworking of the report execution, with convincing results. 

· Diverse improvements to the user interface such as Docking/Anchoring for forms, enhanced support of graphics, Autotext, and many others – and Format Z is back, too. 

And a lot of details have been fixed, improved and extended in the new version. A nice addendum we find in a new little property for grids:

Tip: Rushmore Optimization in Grids

A new property ’optimize’ is available for grids, for the first time providing the long-awaited Rushmore Optimization for the presentation of tables. Now the grid is not slower than a BROWSE command any more.
PS: If you ever happened to be obliged to use a filtered table within a grid, set this new property to .T. (the default value is of course .F.).
The actual list of improvements we naturally do not want to reproduce here fully in print, but you can believe the final version of Visual FoxPro 9.0 to be considerably different from the Public Beta that has been available for a long time, and it has become quite a bit larger! 
The Combination that makes it: All in One

As an object-oriented development environment and as a relational database system, Visual FoxPro 9.0 has become even more attractive for application development. Now the framework Visual Extend enriches Visual FoxPro’s toolset by those components essential for the quick development of applications known as ‘RAD’.
The first way this is being achieved consists in the supply of a large application frame with many important standard functions for your application like e.g. 
· Administration of users, groups, access rights
· Data backup and restore
· Database maintenance and repair
· Error log; locking, user, and changes log 
· Favourites, Customize and Options, Info box
· Sorting and Searching in the grid, Filtering via dialogue
· Report output incl. output as PDF/Fax etc.
PS: We underlined only the end user features new and for the first time available in Visual Extend 9.0. Everything else – and a lot more – has already been available in VFX for a long time.
Read more about the numerous functions of the generated application which are prepared and ready to usefor you  in chapter 3.2. ‘Properties of applications generated with Visual Extend’. 
The second way consists in the supply of a comparatively small set of base classes, mainly in the areas of forms, grids, and lookups of various flavours. And the appropriate huge builders come with it, working together like the tools of a multi-function Swiss army knife, enabling the developer to configure these classes fast.
Read more about the many classes prepared for you and about the related builders in chapter 3.3 ’Features for developers’.
The package is supplemented and rounded off by administrative functions for software developers and for small and medium sized software companies, for example
· Database and application updating
· Activation key and version update for modules
· Support of remote administration (new)
And then there is our new WebService for your simplified registration of Visual Extend plus the requesting of replacement keys, and… but we will not treat the entire manual in the introduction. Let us only consider one subject of prominent importance to Visual Extend in a little more detail, the subject of Builders:
Even more productive with new Builders in Visual Extend 9.0 !

Provided you are already working withVisual Extend, you will find out in almost every item of the following list of functions how it will facilitate your daily work! If you are not yet using Visual Extend, you will at least realize how big the current update really is. Please read: 
· All properties of the application object can be called on in the extended options of the Application Wizard – and later they can be changed as well in the Application Builder!

· In the Project Properties you can define the selectable classes for all Builders, and you can also define them as default and as AutoComplete in one go
· The Project Toolbox offers you all project-specific classes in an overview and for direct drag & drop or (see right mouse button) for direct instantiating
· The Project Documenting Wizard gives you an interface to a special VFX version of PDM for the documentation of your application
· The Project Update Wizard permits the semi-automatic instead of the manual updating of existing projects to new versions and to new builds of Visual Extend
· The Data Environment Builder (integrated with the Form Wizard/Builder) makes the visual assembly of the data environment possible, including the integration of the CA Builder 
· All the extended Form Builders have tabs for view parameters (including input fields and requery buttons), linked tables, required fields, and additional columns for the report display
· The Parent/Child Builder enables you to visually define all dependent child forms instead of the manual defining in the ‘onmore’ method
· In the Language Setup Builder you can activate the localization/ translation of the user interface at runtime so that the users can choose of their own …

· In The Customer list the developer may not only generate activation keys, but also administer all the related customer data 

· In the Update management, define new versions and grant the customers the matching download permissions

· In the Configuration management you can now store as many definitions as you please, put all VFX tables onto the backend server, and add your own columns to the definition wich are stored encrypted, too
· The CursorAdaptor Wizard automatically generates cursor adaptor classes for all tables within a database container in a library you choose
· The AuditTrigger Wizard automatically generates all triggers for the audit trail for single tables or all tables of a database container for tracking and auditing purposes
· In the System object you can define and manage the download scripts for Ghostscript, Acrobat Reader, OutlookYesNo, as well as Update, Backup, DUN and DynDNS via a definitions mask
· Place a DocumentManagement container on an empty tab and define the document linkage to the current record with the Document Management Builder – thus all document links are in one central table
· Place a cBusinessGraph container onto an empty tab, and… hold on, this Builder is regrettably just not finished yet <bg>.

· Place a cComboPicklist on your edit page and use the ComboPickList Builder to define and state the selectable values. And:
· Edit the values in the respective maintenance form, and use the definition in the next form again by choosing from the Combobox overview!

· Or use a cTextCalculator class, a cTexteMail, cTextHyperlink, cLinkTextbox,  or a cTextTAPI class – you won’t even need a Builder for this…

We underlined ONLY the new or substantially extended builders and system functions from the VFX menu. Therefore we say:
Visual Extend 9.0 – More productive than ever!
And we suppose that you can agree with us on this statement straight away. 
Now, have fun with our manual of the newest version!
